NETWORK UPDATES

Visit the STNSA website
The Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa (STNSA) Annual Meeting to be held in Durban on 6 May
STNSA will hold its annual meeting at the International Convention Centre in Durban on 6 May 2010 (the Thursday before South Africa’s tourism Indaba). Some of the issues to be discussed are:

· The outcomes of the Tourism Sustainability Council’s Africa Workshop – Accrediting Sustainable Tourism Certification - Africa.

· Tourism business practices that target poverty eradication more effectively.

· Value chains which improve benefit targets of tourism activities.

· To agree on the Network work plan for the coming year.

Working collectively at a regional level towards sustainable tourism development enables us to exchange experiences and best practice and to become more efficient in our efforts to meet current economic, social and environmental challenges.
As the nominated Secretariat of the Network, Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa (FTTSA) is pleased to be coordinating the event.

For more information please contact Kate at kate@fairtourismsa.org.za. 

STNSA’s partnership with the Regional Tourism Organisation of Southern Africa (RETOSA)

FTTSA, as the secretariat of the STNSA, last month signed a memorandum of understanding with RETOSA. 
FTTSA recognises the value of working with RETOSA to achieve common objectives including but not limited to the development of an integrated, regional approach to sustainable tourism development in SADC. From its side, RETOSA recognises the importance of the Network and its role as a channel for stakeholders within SADC to exchange experiences and best practices regarding sustainable tourism policy and to implement specific projects designed to ensure that future tourism growth in the region benefits people, communities and the environment. 
We look forward to working more closely with RETOSA and strengthening collaboration between both parties. 
NEWS FROM THE REGION
Mozambican Guludo Lodge wins To Do! 2009 Award
The To Do! Award is presented to the most socially responsible tourism projects of the year. Judges spent one week at Guludo in December 2009 inspecting the Lodge, after which they were honored with one of the two awards presented by To Do! at the 44th International Tourism Exchange (ITB) in Berlin. 

Ecotourism Kenya receives the Africa Investor Award

Ecotourism Kenya, 16 February 2010
Ecotourism Kenya has received the prestigious Africa Investor Award for "Best initiative Facilitating SME Tourism Investment".  "These Awards are the only initiative designed to recognize the achievement of those businesses, governments, organizations and individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to the growth of sustainable tourism investment in Africa," said Professor Geoffrey Lipman, Special Advisor to the Secretary-General of the UN World Tourism Organization and member of the judging panel.

South African tourism development

Stephen Chapman, Make Travel Fair, 16 December 2010
A 4.5 million rand project aims to boost South Africa tourism well beyond the hype of the 2010 World Cup.

The FIFA World Cup will attract international travelers from all around the globe to the Rainbow Nation. The boom in tourism will be huge over this period but numbers will inevitably dry up once the floodlights are turned off and the country exits the international stage.

An innovative project by WHL Consulting and the African regional office of whl.travel, a global online travel-booking network of local tour operators, will ensure that small accommodation providers in  Mpumalanga,  Southern Limpopo and  KwaZulu-Natal are all marketed internationally and domestically well beyond the hype of this event.
This is a pilot project for a newly created concept called the Tourism Development Bank, where following a market readiness assessment, small accommodation owners will be able to use room nights as currency to purchase a set of services designed to increase their online exposure.

See the full article for more information.
Tourism Concessions awarded by Namibia’s Ministry of Environment and Tourism
Denise Slabbert, African Safari Lodge Foundation, 18 March 2010

Namibia's Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET) recently awarded tourism concessions on state land and in national parks to several conservancies and communities. This is a landmark event that will do much to change lives of the rural poor.
Peter John Massyn who heads up the ASLF says: 'the signing of these concessions is a triumph not only because they will boost tourism development and poverty alleviation in some of southern Africa's poorest regions. Even more exciting is the fact that this is not a one-off. It marks the start of a whole new way of doing business. The Namibian government has now started systematically implementing its policy of granting communities concessions in the country's top tourism destinations'.
See full article for more information.

Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservancy Signing Ceremony

On 19 February 2010 signing Kavango-Zambezi (KAZA) Transfrontier Conservancy signing ceremony took place at Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe. This was a huge step forward for the largest conservation area (TCA) in Africa.

Peace Parks Foundation was began in 1998 in order to facilitate the formation of Transfrontier Parks. Since then it has aided in the formation of the |Ai-|Ais/Richtersveld Transfrontier Park (linking Namibia and South Africa) and the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park (linking Botswana and South Africa).

The KAZA agreement is the most ambitious of Peace Parks endeavors; it requires an agreement between five governments: Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe. A memorandum of understanding was signed by all parties in 2006, the Zambian Integrated Development Plan was signed in June 2008 and now the Zimbabwe IDP has also been signed.
INTERESTING INFORMATION

The Market for Responsible Tourism Products
A ground-breaking new study called “The Market for Responsible Tourism Products”, has found that while international tourism markets are not faring very well in the global financial crisis, one market segment has seemingly escaped this trend – Responsible Tourism.

This study was commissioned by SNV Netherlands Development Organisation and was produced by the Center for Responsible Travel (CREST). Among other things, the study concentrates on global trends in responsible tourism, consumers and markets, and makes recommendations for already established service providers and services providers who wish to enter the Responsible Tourism market in developing countries.
Download for free from CREST’s website 
CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

Indaba

Africa’s largest trade show will be held at the Albert Luthuli Convention Centre in Durban from 8 – 11 May 2010. 

This year’s INDABA promises to be an exciting event where product owners and other relevant tourism stakeholders get to showcase their products / work to international and national media.

The launch of the Launch of the National Minimum Standards for Responsible Tourism is also taking place over Indaba. Media accreditation and certification agencies, tourism associations and provincial stakeholders are all invited. Contact Fundiswa Bizana on +27 12 310 3046.
See the Indaba website for the trade catalogue, events, information on travel and accommodation and more.
Tourism, Sport and Mega Events International Research Colloquium on Mega-Event Sustainability
Fair Trade in Tourism, Kate Finlay and Jennifer Seif, 27 February 2010

The International Research Colloquium on Mega-Event Sustainability was held at the Sandton Convention Centre in Johannesburg on 24 February 2010. The Colloquium served as a side event to an International Summit on the same theme, co-hosted by the United Nations World Tourism Organisation and the South African government.

The research colloquium focused strongly on the methods commonly used to calculate the costs and benefits of mega-events. Somewhat surprisingly, many of the mega-event economic impact figures quoted in literature are based on flawed assumptions, meaning that real return on investment is often much less than published figures.

Economists, social scientists and practitioners evaluated the notion of mega event legacy, concluding that intangible legacies are equally if not more valuable than tangible ones. Outcomes like improved civic awareness and investor   confidence are “priceless” and, like a brand new public transport system, a product of the mega-event, which helps to explain why cities and countries bid in the first place.

With 100-odd days to kick-off, delegates raised a number of concerns about the upcoming FIFA World Cup to South Africa, namely:

· Projections of international arrivals during the event have been exaggerated;

· Local and African fans may be excluded due to financial considerations and the online ticketing system;

· A fairly narrow definition of legacy has been articulated, focusing primarily on infrastructure development and economic impact;

· Ordinary South Africans’ views of the event are not known and it is too late to apply methodologies used in Germany 2006 and elsewhere to gauge the local population’s “willingness to pay” for the 2010 World Cup;

· Small businesses are being excluded from trading and other opportunities and mega-events may not be suitable platforms for small business development; and

· Social and environmental impacts are not a priority for the South African state, however this is typical of many mega-events. More needs to be done to limit risks and leverage opportunities, particularly in developing countries.

One of the Colloquium’s organizers, Professor Daneel van Lill from the University of Johannesburg, summed up the day’s proceedings when he asked, “With only 100 days to go, what should we be doing to optimize the positive legacies for our country?”  A rhetorical question perhaps for South Africa, but a very literal one for the growing numbers of cities and countries looking to ride the mega-event wave.
A Call for Contributions for the Network’s Next Newsletter 
Your input is critical to the success of communication and exchange within the Network! Possible ideas for contributions include: news on sustainable tourism policy, programmes and/or projects in your country, conferences attended or events to be attended, important lessons learned or examples of best practice in sustainable tourism and photos of sustainable tourism in action, to name a few! FTTSA, as the Network Secretariat, will collect all stories, facilitate translations and disseminate the Network’s newsletters. All you need to do is send through the information!  

Thanks to Paulo Mussanhane of Technoserve and Sonja Ranarivelo of Go to Madagascar for translating this newsletter!

 

Contact the Network Coordinator with your ideas or for more information.

 

To subscribe to the newsletter go to www.sustainabletourismnetwork.co.za.  
