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STORIES

The Network’s New Look  
One of the most exciting advances since the Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa’s last meeting in May is the development of a new visual identity for the Network.  Working together with a South African designer, Ms. Ronel van Heerden, a dynamic look and feel came to life.  Ronel’s design used the Baobab tree, which seemed an excellent idea as it is found in many SADC countries and has an organic, southern African character to it.  

The Baobab will be used as the background for all of the Network’s communications including newsletters, media announcements, correspondence and website.    

Visit the Network’s Website Today! 

FTTSA is happy to announce that a website for the Network has been developed and is officially up and running!  Please visit: www.fairtourismsa.org.za/regional_news to check it out!

The website presents information on the Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa in three languages: English, French and Portuguese.  Portuguese translations were completed by Analadya Loureiro from the Ministry of Tourism in Mozambique (MITUR) and by Luis Sarmento with the Netherlands Development Organisation (SNV), Mozambique.  The French translations were completed by Hanitriniala (Mimie) Ravaroson with the Groupement des Opérateurs du Tourisme du Madagascar (GO TO Madagascar).  A big thank you goes out to these generous volunteers (and their organisations) for their time and effort!

Upcoming developments for the website include launching a forum to discuss the happenings of the Network and more.  This part of the website is currently being developed with an aim to launch in December 2008.

Research on Sustainable Tourism Certification in SADC: An update from the working group
At the May 2008 meeting of the Network in Durban, South Africa, a working group was formed to facilitate research on the various certification schemes operating in SADC. The working group includes: Luis Sarmento and Analadya Loureiro (Mozambique), Bongani Dlamini (Swaziland), Stephen Ramalepa (Botswana), Olga Katjiuongua and Wolfgang Schenck (Namibia) as well as Jennifer Seif (South Africa).  

The working group decided to align its study with another research project currently being undertaken and financed by South Africa’s national Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT), in order to streamline resources and outputs.  A service provider will soon be appointed by DEAT and the results of the research will be available in the next four months for evaluation by the working group.

Cooperation with the Sustainable Tourism Certification Network of the Americas 
Lisa Scriven (of Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa) attended a meeting of the Sustainable Tourism Certification Network of the Americas in Costa Rica at the end of August. As opposed to a “General Meeting” of all members, this particular event involved 7 of the Network’s certification programs with the purpose of discussing the Global Baseline Criteria that were in the final stages of development at that time. 
The first day of the meeting focused on how the standards of each certification programme ‘measured up’ with the draft standards of the Global Baseline as well as what the implications would be for each of them. Day 2 focused on related issues (see below) and how the network could use their collaborative strength to improve their position and performance in each area.
Representatives from the following countries were in attendance:

· Australia

· Brazil (available via telephone)

· Costa Rica

· Ecuador

· Guatemala

· Nicaragua

· USA (both in person and via telephone – 2 organisations)

· Mexico

· South Africa (FTTSA – as an observer)
The meeting included various presentations and discussions as follows:

Thursday, 21 Aug 2008 

· Brief presentations of all Network certification programmes

· Status of the establishment of the STSC

· Overview of the STSC’s Global Baseline Criteria

· Discussion of relevance to and implications of the Global Baseline Criteria for the programmes of the Network of the Americas

Friday, 22 Aug 2008  

· Gender equity certification in Costa Rica

· Opportunities for the Network through TravelLife and the World Heritage Alliance

· Network of the Americas communication and marketing

· Consolidation of the Network’s efforts to address international challenges

The meeting offered a number of networking opportunities as well as valuable lessons, both in terms of what other certification programmes are doing and with respect to how their regional network functions (as well as what challenges they face).

New Network Coordinator  

We would like to introduce and welcome the new Network Coordinator – Stela Luis from Mozambique! Stela arrived at FTTSA’s offices in early November and will provide technical and logistical support to the Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa with a general focus on communication and research. You can contact Stela at stela@fairtourismsa.org.za.   

Quick Facts: Tourism Arrivals in SADC Member Countries in 2000 and 2007

	Country
	International Tourist Arrivals 2000
	International Tourist Arrivals 2007 
	Percentage Increase

	Angola
	51,000
	212,000
	316%

	Botswana
	969,290
	2,366,280
	144%

	DRC
	stats not available
	stats not available
	stats not available

	Lesotho
	63,000
	351,325
	458%

	Madagascar
	160,000
	289,320
	81%

	Malawi
	228,000
	431,092
	89%

	Mauritius
	656,000
	923,292
	41%

	Mozambique
	stats not available
	stats not available
	stats not available

	Namibia
	732,317
	888,293
	21%

	South Africa
	5,872,000
	9,050,000
	54%

	Swaziland
	281,000
	861,016
	206%

	Tanzania
	459,000
	824,652
	80%

	Zambia
	457,000
	703,373
	54%

	Zimbabwe
	1,868,000
	2,200,000
	18%

	 * Statistics are for overnight international visitors

	** Source: World Travel and Tourism Council, Tourism Satellite Accounting Tool 2008 www.wttc.org/eng/Tourism_Research/Tourism_Satellite_Accounting_Tool/ 


ANNOUCEMENTS

Next Network Meeting: May 2009

The next Network meeting will take place on 7 May 2009 (the Thursday before Indaba) in Durban, South Africa.  Given that most tourism stakeholders who have attended Network meetings in the past also attend the Indaba tourism event, it is logical to have the meeting at this time.  

It will be a full day event to allow for presentations as well as discussions. Mr. Ronald Sanabria from the Network of the Americas plans to attend this event and will do a keynote speech.  

Cost-sharing opportunities are very limited, so please plan for this event in your 2009 budgets now!

A Call for Contributions for the Network’s Next Newsletter

In future newsletters we would like to showcase stories from different member countries and organisations within SADC with the goal of hearing from each country once a year.  As this newsletter will be distributed every 4 months (three times a year) we would like to see stories from at least 4 SADC countries in our next issue!

Possible ideas for contributions include: news on Sustainable Tourism policy, programmes and/or projects in your country, conferences attended, important lessons learned or examples of best practice in Sustainable Tourism and photos of Sustainable Tourism in action, to name a few! FTTSA, as the Network Secretariat, will collect all stories, facilitate translations and disseminate the Network’s newsletters.  

Submissions for the next newsletter are due on 1st January 2009.  Please let us know by 1st December if you plan to contribute and what the story will be.  Contact Stela with your idea for a story or for more information (stela@fairtourismsa.org.za).

