NETWORK UPDATES

2nd Annual Network Meeting 

The Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa (STNSA) convened its second annual meeting on 7 May 2009 in Durban, South Africa. This event was a follow-up to the Network’s inaugural meeting held on 8 May 2008. Both annual STNSA meetings were organised by the Network Secretariat, Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa (FTTSA). The 2009 event was attended by 34 individuals representing intermediary organisations from 11 different SADC countries and regional organisations. Delegates represented the private sector (20%), non-profit organisations (44%) and government or parastatal organisations (36%). The meeting was made possible by funding from the Southern Africa Trust. 

The meeting objectives were:

1. To agree on the need to increase cooperation within SADC on the theme of sustainable tourism;
2. To reach consensus on the activities for the working group on Sustainable Tourism Certification for the next year;
3. To agree on the Network work plan for the coming year.

The meeting featured two case studies of certification initiatives in SADC - eco awards Namibia and Ecotourism Standards in Botswana – as well as a number of other presentations relating to certification and the activities of the Network. To read the Executive Summary of the meeting, which includes an overview of these presentations, please click here.
NEWS FROM THE REGION
New Open Africa Routes in Zambia and Namibia

Open Africa is a pan-African collaborative movement that seeks to link communities throughout Africa and create jobs through conservation-oriented tourism routes. Established in 1995, the non-profit organisation already has 55 routes in six southern African countries.

Open Africa and the World Bank/GEF recently embarked on a three-year phased project, The Open Africa North South Tourism Corridor (OANSTC) project that aims to develop a corridor of biodiversity-focused, pro-poor tourism routes along a corridor of significant eco-regions and areas of extremely high species diversity in Namibia and Zambia. 

The routes in progress in Zambia include the following areas:

· Kasanka Eco-tourism Route - The Kasanka National Park is privately run and has close contact with the surrounding communities. The route will highlight the park and surrounding community-based attractions.

· North Luangwa - This remote route includes parts of the North Luangwa National Park and features a number of community-based tourism initiatives, specifically Community Markets for Conservation (COMACO), which applies a rural development model that supports natural resource management. 

· Mpika and surrounds - The area acts as a gateway to North Luangwa and will form a direct link to the North Luangwa route.  This route features rock art from the Neolithic period onwards and the Mutinondo Wilderness Area.
· Southern Kafue –The aim of the route, which includes part of the Kafue National Park, is to support local community-based tourism initiatives that are trying to counter encroachment on the park.

The routes in progress in Namibia include the following areas:

· Nama Padloper Route - Located near the Ai-Ais/Richtersveld Transfrontier Park and forming part of the Nama-Karoo region, this route features local flora and fauna.  
· Caprivi Wetlands Paradise - This route includes the Mamili, Mudumu and Caprivi (with plans to be renamed the Bwabwata National Park) National Game Parks, as well as the Caprivi Game Park.
For more information visit the Open Africa website or contact them via email.  

Boundless Southern Africa Expedition
The Boundless Southern Africa Expedition, a 120-day tour through southern Africa led by Kingsley Holgate of National Geographic Travel, kicked off on 11 May 2009 from the ICC in Durban during the Tourism Indaba.   The expedition will pass through seven trans-frontier conservation areas, seven World Heritage sites, nine countries, 30 national parks and reserves and two oceans.
Boundless Southern Africa uniquely markets tourist experiences within ecosystems that are not confined by political and/or geographical boundaries. This year’s Boundless Southern Africa Expedition unites southern African countries as viable and worthy collective tourist destinations, thus helping to boost economic growth in the region.  For more information visit Boundless Southern Africa.  
Green Globe and Heritage Sign Partnership

Green Globe International has signed a partnership with The Heritage Environmental Management Company, based in South Africa.  This partnership recognises The Heritage Environmental Rating Program’s compatibility with Green Globe Certification.
Heritage provides a variety of business types with an environmental management and rating alternative designed to reduce and limit operational impacts on the environment.  Three levels of rating are available: Silver, Gold and Platinum.  
The Green Globe brand includes sustainability certification and benchmarking programs, carbon footprint calculation and offset programs and consulting services. Green Globe International is an affiliate member of the United Nations World Tourism Organization. 
Mr. Guido Bauer, CEO of Green Globe Certifications, said, "Our international collaborations, as well as our marketing efforts aimed at tourist source markets in Europe and North America, are exclusively available to Green Globe Certification clients and will bring major benefits to Heritage clients. Signing this agreement at the completion of a hugely successful Indaba has reinforced our plan to be working on the ground with regional experts who have exceptional standing in their communities and real respect for Green Globe's world renowned brand."
Visit Green Globe and Heritage for more information. 
Eco-tourism in Zanzibar 

In 2006, the Zanzibar Hotel and Tourism Institute conducted an ecotourism study, which provides recommendations for business development categorised into five themes, namely:
· Policy development (environmental, regulatory and policy issues);

· Product and market development (technology/product development and market access, resources management and infrastructure);

· Management, monitoring and evaluation (organisation and management issues, quality control, monitoring and evaluation);

· Skills development; and

· Quality and Competitiveness Improvement for SMEs.

Subsequent to the report, the Zanzibar Institute of Tourism Development developed an Eco-tourism module as part of its Diploma in Hospitality and Tourism Management. The module provides a framework towards capacity building for poverty alleviation through tourism and addresses the challenges of implementation. Both projects have helped raise awareness of and commitment to eco-tourism and sustainable tourism issues in Zanzibar.  For more information email Mohammed K. Omar. 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Zambia to Set up TFCA 
After over seven years of preparation, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Zambia have moved forward with plans to establish the ZIMOZA trans-frontier conservation area (TFCA). A Memorandum of Agreement (MoU) has been signed, and will be formalised once authorities in each country have ensured that it conforms to their respective national legal system.    

The ZIMOZA TFCA aims to make the confluence of the Zambezi and Luangwa Rivers a wildlife sanctuary, covering the districts of Kanyemba and Guruve in Zimbabwe, Luangwa in Zambia and Zumbo in Mozambique. The three countries have also agreed to co-manage the natural resources in the cross-border conservation area.  

Below is a list of existing and potential trans-frontier conservation areas (TFCAs) in SADC.  For more information on TFCAs visit SADC, RETOSA and/or Peace Parks.    

Existing and Potential TFCAs in SADC
	NAME OF TFCA
	COUNTRIES INVOLVED

	|Ai-|Ais/Richtersveld Transfrontier Park 
	Namibia and South Africa

	Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park 
	Botswana and South Africa

	Limpopo-Shashe TFCA 
	Botswana, South Africa and Zimbabwe

	Greater Mapungubwe (formerly Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park) 
	Mozambique, South Africa and Zimbabwe

	Lubombo Transfrontier Conservation and Resource Area 
	Mozambique, South Africa and Swaziland

	Maloti-Drakensberg Transfrontier Conservation and Development Area 
	Lesotho and South Africa

	Iona-Skeleton Coast TFCA 
	Angola and Namibia

	Liuwa Plain-Kameia TFCA 
	Angola and Zambia

	Kavango-Zambezi TFCA 
	Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe

	Lower Zambezi- Mana Pools TFCA 
	Zambia and Zimbabwe

	Malawi-Zambia TFCA (combination of Nyika and Kasungu/Lukusuzi TFCAs) 
	Malawi and Zambia

	Niassa – Selous TFCA 
	Mozambique and Tanzania

	Mnazi Bay – Quirimbas Transfrontier Marine Conservation Area 
	Mozambique and Tanzania

	Chimanimani TFCA 
	Mozambique and Zimbabwe

	Maiombe Forest TFCA 
	Angola, Congo and DRC

	Kagera TFCA 
	Rwanda / Tanzania

	ZIMOZA TFCA 
	Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe


CONFERENCES & EVENTS
“Tourism for Development: Environmental Sustainability, Poverty Reduction and Empowering Communities” Conference, Gaborone, Botswana, 1-3 July 2009
The Association for Tourism and Leisure Education (ATLAS) Africa, the University of Botswana and the International Geographical Union’s (IGU) Commission of Tourism, Leisure and Global Change hosted the ATLAS Africa Conference in Gaborone, Botswana on 1-3 July 2009. The aim of the conference was to discuss the relationship between tourism and development in the African context. The conference focused specifically on the roles and potential of tourism for development, sustainability in tourism and relations between tourism, environment and communities. For more information, click here or email the Network Coordinator, who attended the conference on behalf of the STNSA Secretariat.  
Southern Africa Trade and Investment Focus Seminar, Johannesburg, South Africa, 23 July 2009
Thebe Exhibitions & Projects is facilitating the Southern Africa Trade and Investment Focus Seminar on 23 July in Johannesburg, South Africa.  The seminar will highlight the following objectives:

· Trade and investment opportunities available to investors;

· Incentive packages available in North Africa to attract investors;

· Types of projects available (infrastructure, housing, agriculture, tourism, etc.); 

· Emphasis on government and legislative reform to stimulate international investment; 

· Cost of doing business in the North African countries (employment trends, utility, taxation, key economic drivers); 

· Drivers that create upliftment and sustainable development within North Africa; 

· Government support of infrastructure; and 

· Privatisation opportunities and market access. 

Click here for conference details.    

Saaci National Conference “Goes Green”, Tshwane, South Africa, 26-28 July 2009
The 2009 Southern African Association for the Conference Industry (Saaci) will be held at the CSIR Convention Centre in Tshwane from 26-28 July. Conference organisers are working with The Heritage Environmental Management Company to position the conference as a green event.  Conference organisers are encouraging exhibitors and delegates to use advertising material that is recyclable or biodegradable with a high recycled content, to recycle at the conference and, where possible, to travel in groups to reduce transportation emissions. Energy usage during the conference will be monitored by conference organisers, who will then calculate the complete amount of carbon emissions generated by the conference and apply an offset action. For more information visit Saaci. 
Victoria Falls Marathon, Zimbabwe, 23 August 2009
Zimbabwe aims to boost tourism volumes through an international marathon at Victoria Falls on 23 August 2009 themed “Come and Run in a New Zimbabwe”. The unique race crosses the Victoria Falls Bridge into Zambia (the only race in the world that crosses an international border) before continuing through a National Park and World Heritage Site. In past years proceeds have gone to AIDS orphans in the area. This year, schools in the Victoria Falls township of Chinotimba will be the beneficiaries.
The marathon is co-organised by Safari Par Excellence, Wild Horizons and Wild Frontiers (Pty) Ltd in conjunction with the National Athletics Association of Zimbabwe. 
The event, which offers spectacular scenery, will be filmed and televised throughout Africa on SuperSport, as well as in the USA.  “We anticipate this race to grow into a large ‘must do’ event in Africa, maybe even rivalling some of the bigger South African events such as Two Oceans, etc., but a lot better and more fun!” said John Addison of Wild Frontiers. 
The race will include full and half marathons, as well as a 5 km fun run.  Click here for more race information.  
Tourism Industry Charity Event, Cape Town, 24 October 2009
The Tourism Industry Charity Event (T.I.C.E.) is gearing up for this year’s annual function to be held on 24 October 2009 at the Cape Town International Convention Centre (CTICC). The event will take the form of a black tie dinner-dance combined with a charity auction. Tickets are available from ZAR395 per person or ZAR3950 per table of ten and include a three course meal, wine and live entertainment.

 

Over the past four years the event as raised over ZAR700 000 for various charities; this year the three charities to benefit from the function will include WARMTH (WAR Against Malnutrition, Tuberculosis, Hunger), Dyer Island Conservation Trust and the Tourism Education Trust. Email them for further information or to book tickets. 

Hospitality Investment Conference Africa (HICA), Johannesburg, 4-6 November 2009
HICA provides an ideal platform for members of the hospitality industry to discuss current global trends and showcase what the African continent has on offer for multinationals. The focus of this year’s conference will be on how responsible tourism can help create better places for people to live in and visit.  With its close ties to sustainable and green tourism, responsible tourism focuses on generating greater economic benefits for local people while minimising the negative economic, environmental and social impacts of tourism. Click here for more information about the HICA conference. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
Drivers of Change Awards

The Southern Africa Trust invites entries for the 2009 Drivers of Change Awards. The prestigious non-monetary awards recognise outstanding new ways of working to overcome poverty in southern Africa.  The Award has four categories - civil society, business, government and individuals. The judges will look for, among other things, outstanding examples of different sectors working together, particularly government, business, and civil society. 

This year’s winners will be honoured along with the Mail & Guardian Investing in the Future Awards on 29 October 2009 in Johannesburg, South Africa.
Nominations for the 2009 Drivers of Change Award close on 10 July 2009 and are accepted in English, French and Portuguese.  For nomination forms and guidelines please visit Drivers of Change.  
FTTSA and DBSA to Collaborate on Special Edition of Development Southern Africa

Development Southern Africa is an internationally accredited journal published five times per year by Routledge Press in collaboration with the Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA). A special edition on tourism impacts in Africa will be published in December 2010. FTTSA’s Jennifer Seif and Kate Rivett-Carnac (Tourism Specialist at the DBSA) will guest edit this special edition. A full call for abstracts is available on the FTTSA website or may be obtained by emailing info@fairtourismsa.org.za.  Submissions from African authors outside of South Africa and first-time authors are especially welcome. The deadline for submission of abstracts (500 words) is 31 July 2009.  

A Call for Contributions for the Network’s Next Newsletter 
Your input is critical to the success of communication and exchange within the Network! Possible ideas for contributions include: news on sustainable tourism policy, programmes and/or projects in your country, conferences attended or events to be attended (click here to access the regional calendar), important lessons learned or examples of best practice in sustainable tourism and photos of sustainable tourism in action, to name a few! FTTSA, as the Network Secretariat, will collect all stories, facilitate translations and disseminate the Network’s newsletters. All you need to do is send through the information!  Thanks to Zanzibar Institute of Tourism Development, Paulo Mussanhane of Technoserve and Sonja Ranarivelo of Go to Madagascar for their contribution to this newsletter!
 

Contact the Network Coordinator with your ideas or for more information.

 

To subscribe to the newsletter click here. 




SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT…


Do you really need bottled water? 


Consumers around the world spend over a USD100 billion on bottled water annually, according to the � HYPERLINK "http://www.earth-policy.org/" ��Earth Policy Institute� and the � HYPERLINK "http://www.pacinst.org/topics/water_and_sustainability/bottled_water/index.htm" ��Pacific Institute�.  However, most bottled-water drinkers may not know that…


The environment is tainted by production, transportation, packaging and disposal of plastic bottled water. The Pacific Institute estimates that producing the bottles for American consumption alone in 2006 required the equivalent of more than 17 million barrels of oil. The burning of oil and other fossil fuels (which are also used to generate the energy that powers the manufacturing process) emits green house gas emissions into the atmosphere.


Consumers spend a collective USD100 billion every year on bottled water, according to environmental think tank the Earth Policy Institute. For a fraction of that sum, everyone on the planet could have safe drinking water and proper sanitation, which would exceed the target of the United Nations Millennium Development Goal (MDG) related to access to safe drinking water.  


The growth in bottled water production has increased water extraction in areas near bottling plants, leading to water shortages that affect nearby communities and farmers. In addition to the millions of gallons of water (1 gallon ≈ 3.79 liters) used in the plastic-making process, two gallons of water are wasted in the purification process for every gallon that goes into bottles, according to the Earth Policy Institute.  





(Information from the Earth Policy Institute and the Pacific Institute websites)








