NETWORK UPDATES
New STNSA Website Coming Soon! 

The Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa will soon have a new website! The new website will feature information on sustainable tourism in SADC, including country profiles and conservation in the region, the Tourism Sustainability Council, various reports and resources, an events calendar, a forum and an interactive, consumer-facing map of sustainable tourism products in SADC. The new website will be much more informative, user-friendly and dynamic than the current site. The website will be launched in late November or early December 2009.  
The Network Coordinator would greatly appreciate any pictures that you might have that demonstrate sustainable tourism practices / general tourism activities in your country. Please send any pictures that you are willing to contribute by 23 November. Please include photo credits / copyright information when sending pictures. 
NEWS FROM THE REGION

FTTSA to Expand Certification to Voluntourism Facilitators 

Based on the Code of Good Practice for Voluntourism published in 2007, and complementary research carried out by Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa (FTTSA), FTTSA is currently working on a project to expand its certification to companies and organisations facilitating voluntourism experiences for tourists. The project is partly funded by the Swiss Foundation for Solidarity in Tourism (SST) based in Switzerland. 
As the opportunities and challenges associated with voluntourism are not unique to South Africa, it is also hoped that the project will be able to inform similar projects in other developing countries. Please contact FTTSA for more information.   
Networking Beyond Borders: The African Safari Lodge (ASL) Foundation 

The African Safari Lodge Foundation (ASL) works to transform local livelihoods in Africa’s deep rural areas using nature and the environment as the tools for upliftment and empowerment of residents. 
Towards this end, the ASL is involved in information sharing and networking outside of Africa.  In May 2009 a southern African group (from South Africa, Namibia and Mozambique) made their way to India on an exchange. They took a look at nature-based tourism opportunities in India, with a particular focus on the home-stay communities in the Ladakh area (supported by The Snow Leopard Conservancy). Although participants were dealing with challenges on opposite ends of the world – the issues of nature-based tourism and rural communities were found essentially to be the same the world over. This is particularly true in post-colonial countries where issues of land tenure, wildlife scarcity, skills shortages, market integration and cultural change are common challenges. For more information on the ASL Foundation, please visit their website.

 
Limpopo-Shashe Renamed Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation Area
The Limpopo - Shashe TFCA, shared by Botswana, South Africa and Zimbabwe was renamed the Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation Area in June 2009. The TFCA unites the separate Mapungubwe sites in each of the three countries. The Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation Area has become known as the “cultural” TFCA – as it not only boasts magnificent sandstone formations, a wide variety of trees (including giant baobabs), game and birdlife, but was home to the ancient Mapungubwe dynasty that existed between 900AD and 1300AD. The renaming highlights and celebrates the cultural heritage of people living in and around TFCAs.  
Community-based Tourism Project Flourishes in Quirimbas National Park

A community-based tourism project sponsored by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) in the Quirimbas National Park is showing quick results. The programme has been running for three years, but results were visible after only six months. Specifically, income from small-scale tourism has significantly increased, helping to support the local community and environment.  “Community-based tourism has become an important extra source of income for the communities involved” said Rebecca Phillips Marques, Tourism Officer for the Quirimbas National Park. As part of the Quirimbas National Park Development Project, WWF-Mozambique has been working with local communities in the Ibo District and elsewhere to identify eco-tourism opportunities and develop a range of activities and services, from accommodation and local cuisine to bird guiding and cultural activities. For more information, click here. 
Wild Zambezi Launched in Zimbabwe

Wild Zambezi is an independent, non-profit association which promotes travel opportunities to the wild areas of the Zambezi River and Lake Kariba. It was formed in April 2009, and launched at Indaba in Durban in May 2009. It was awarded the Zimbabwe Council of Tourism award for “Most Innovative Contribution to Tourism” in 2009.  

By promoting non-consumptive tourism to the Kariba and Zambezi regions, Wild Zambezi is encouraging the use of these areas to produce income which will sustain Zimbabwe’s wildlife and wilderness resources in the long term. As an association, Wild Zambezi encourages close collaboration and synergies between tourism operators and conservation organisations for the benefit of the resources that the former use and the latter seek to conserve for the future. For more information visit the Wild Zambezi website. 
	SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

Women Most Affected By Financial/Economic Crisis – U.N. Report 

Women are likely to be most profoundly affected by the financial crisis over the long-term, says the Millennium Development Goals’ (MDG) progress report. Indeed, if there is one reason why the MDGs should be taken very seriously by the travel & tourism industry, it is because this industry is one of the most important employers of women and two of the eight MDGs relate directly to women’s issues, viz., jobs, empowerment, gender gaps and their role as mothers and workers. Indeed, females are affected right across the spectrum of socio-economic development, from access to education for girls to equitable status and pay in jobs as well as life-and-death issues such as maternal health. 

With the financial crisis and high prices for primary commodities leading to job cuts, the report quotes projections by the UN International Labour Organisation that the global jobless rate in 2009 could reach between 6.3% and 7.1%. However, the jobless rate among women will be higher, from 6.5 to 7.4% (compared to 6.1 to 7% for men). To view the report click here.


CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

42nd RETOSA Board Meeting, George, South Africa, 21 October 2009 

On 21 October 2009 South Africa hosted the 42nd board meeting of the Regional Tourism Organisation of Southern Africa (RETOSA). High on the agenda was the organisational restructuring and its significant implications for tourism in Southern Africa. 

RETOSA, the Southern African Development Community (SADC) body responsible for the promotion and marketing of tourism in 14 southern African countries, presented its first Strategic Work Plan for board approval since its restructuring over the past year. RETOSA Executive Director Francis Mfune said that the strategy emphasises product quality improvement, grading and maintenance of globally competitive standards, safety and security of tourists and destination re-branding. 

Managed by representatives from national tourism authorities and private sector umbrella bodies in the SADC countries, RETOSA aims to turn tourism into a major economic driver for the region. For more information please visit RETOSA online. 

    
Travel Trade Workshop (TTW), Montreux, Switzerland, 4-5 November 2009 
The Travel Trade Workshop (TTW) is Switzerland’s largest travel show and a popular item on the international travel calendar. FTTSA will be attending to promote FTTSA-certified tourism products and to showcase South Africa as a leading international responsible tourism destination.  The South African Pavilion will be sponsored by the Swiss Import Promotion Programme (SIPPO), South African Tourism (SAT) and the South African Embassy in Switzerland. SIPPO helps small and medium-sized companies in emerging markets and markets in transition to gain access to Swiss and EU markets and is carried out by Osec Business Network Switzerland since 2008. For more information please visit the Travel Trade Workshop website. For more information on SIPPO click here. 

 

Hospitality Investment Conference Africa (HICA), Johannesburg, South Africa, 4-6 November 2009

HICA provides an ideal platform for members of the hospitality industry to discuss current global trends and showcase what the African continent has on offer for multinationals. The focus of this year’s conference will be on how responsible tourism can help create better places for people to live in and visit.  With its close ties to sustainable and green tourism, responsible tourism focuses on generating greater economic benefits for local people while minimising the negative economic, environmental and social impacts of tourism. Click here for more information about the HICA conference. 

World Travel Market, London, England, 9-12 November 2009 
The World Travel Market is a must attend event on in the international tourism calendar. It is a four-day business to business event that showcases a diverse range of destinations and industry sectors to UK and International travel professionals. It is a unique opportunity for the whole global travel trade to meet, network, negotiate and conduct business under one roof. By attending World Travel Market, participants efficiently, effectively and productively gain immediate competitive advantage for their business and stay abreast with the latest developments in the travel industry. For more information please visit World Travel Market. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Eco Awards Namibia Launches New Website

The NEW eco awards Namibia website is finished and is up and running! Apart from a variety of information, it is now possible to initiate an eco awards Namibia assessment on-line. Soon users will also be able to download the brand new set of assessment criteria as well.

The GSTC and the STSC Merge

In early September, the Partnership for Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria (GSTC) and the Sustainable Tourism Stewardship Council (STSC) announced their official merger. The result will be a new initiative that will launch in 2010 called the Tourism Sustainability Council (TSC), a global membership council that will offer a common understanding of sustainable tourism and the adoption of universal sustainable tourism principles and criteria. The TSC will bring together tourism businesses presently operating to various degrees of sustainability performance, governments, UN bodies, research and academic institutions, social and environmental NGOs, certification programs, and others from distinct regions of the world.  For more information, please visit www.sustainabletourismcriteria.org and www.stscouncil.org.  
NGOConnect Africa Launches Social Workspace for NGOs

NGOConnect Africa aims to act as a facilitator and promoter of the use of technology amongst NGOs in their daily operations. The platform is not only aimed at NGOs but also at the corporate world that would like to engage with the market and assist NGOs as technology service providers. 

Their target market is first and foremost NGOs throughout Sub-Saharan Africa, but also those who support them - service providers, government, academia, researchers, volunteers and anyone who wishes to engage with NGOs and work towards assisting them in some way.  

 

Check out the site and register yourself or your organisation; you can build your profile, start blogging, participating in various community forums, gain access to and upload your own documents, etc.  There are also various other 'offline' programmes and projects - more details on the site and via newsletters.
A Call for Contributions for the Network’s Next Newsletter 
Your input is critical to the success of communication and exchange within the Network! Possible ideas for contributions include: news on sustainable tourism policy, programmes and/or projects in your country, conferences attended or events to be attended (click here to access the regional calendar), important lessons learned or examples of best practice in sustainable tourism and photos of sustainable tourism in action, to name a few! FTTSA, as the Network Secretariat, will collect all stories, facilitate translations and disseminate the Network’s newsletters. All you need to do is send through the information!  
Thanks to Emmanuel Fundira of the Zimbabwe Council of Tourism, Rebecca Phillips Marques of WWF, and Wolfgang Schenck of eco awards Namibia for their contribution to this newsletter.  Thanks to Paulo Mussanhane of Technoserve and Sonja Ranarivelo of Go to Madagascar for translating this newsletter!

 

Contact the Network Coordinator with your ideas or for more information.

 

To subscribe to the newsletter click here. 










