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March 2009 Newsletter
Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa
ANNOUNCEMENTS

2nd Annual Network Meeting Scheduled to Take Place Prior to Indaba 2009

Venue: Durban ICC, Inkosi Albert Luthuli Convention Centre, South Africa

Date: 7 May 2009

The Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa will convene its second annual meeting on the 7 May 2009 in Durban. This event is a follow-up to the Network’s inaugural meeting held on 8 May 2008, which was attended by 32 stakeholders from 25 different organisations representing 11 SADC nations. Intermediary organisations from the SADC region that would like to request an invitation to this year’s event should please contact the Network Coordinator here.

Indaba is one of the largest tourism events on the African tourism industry calendar and one of the top three ‘must visit’ events of its kind in the world.  Indaba showcases the widest variety of southern Africa's tourism products and attracts thousands of international visitors and media.  For more information visit http://www.indaba-southafrica.co.za/ 
STORIES FROM SADC
MADAGASCAR

Recognition for Boogie Pilgrim at the Virgin Holidays Responsible Tourism Awards 2008
Madagascar’s Boogie Pilgrim was highly commended in the category “Best Tour Operator” at the Virgin Holidays Responsible Tourism Awards (organised by responsibletravel.com) held at the London World Travel Market on 12 November 2008.  
Boogie Pilgrim is an inbound tour operator that specialises in:
· Responsible Ecotourism, which promotes Madagascar's unique fauna and flora and contributes to the conservation of the environment and the well-being of local people.

· Adventure tourism, which encourages hiking, trekking, sailing, canoeing and camping to reach the most remote and pristine places, while encountering authentic cultures.

· Philanthropic tourism, which gives tourists the opportunity to stay in a Malagasy family house or at a community-based facility and visit and support development projects and initiatives, which promotes understanding of local development challenges.   

The Virgin Holidays Responsible Tourism Awards are one of the most prestigious and competitive in the world and are a collaborative effort between the online travel directory responsibletravel.com, UK media partners The Daily Telegraph, Geographical Magazine, BBC News and World Travel Market (WTM).  
Boogie Pilgrim is a founder member of the Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa. Click here for more info about Boogie Pilgrim.

BOTSWANA

Botswana Tourism Going Green

The Botswana Tourism Board has developed the Botswana Ecotourism Best Practice Manual with technical and financial support from the Commonwealth Secretariat. The manual, which is intended as a guide for ecotourism operators that adhere to and embrace sustainability in their operations, was developed in consultation with industry stakeholders. 
In addition, the Board, in partnership with University of Botswana through the BIOKAVANGO Project, is developing a national ecotourism standard, which is informed by the feasibility study on the possibility of establishing a Botswana eco-certification scheme. Once developed, these standards will be used to assess and recognise operators for their efforts in implementing responsible tourism operations. It is envisaged that certification will provide operators with a marketing advantage as they will be marketing themselves as “green” compliant in addition to the quality service compliance awarded through the star rating system. The final standards are expected to be completed by the first quarter of 2009. 

For more information regarding the manual as well as a technical report, visit www.botswanatourism.co.bw. 
Source: Stephen Ramalepa – Quality Assurance Manager, Botswana Tourism Board

MOZAMBIQUE

Integrating Sustainability in the Mozambique Tourism Sector Workshop
From the 19 to 22 January 2009, the Mozambique National Cleaner Production Centre (MNCPC) in collaboration with the Ministry for Coordination of Environmental Affairs (MICOA), the Ministry of Tourism (MITUR) and the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), conducted a training workshop in Maputo focusing on Sustainable Tourism. This training was part of the implementation of the Program document of the 10-Year Framework Program on Sustainable Consumption and Production for Maputo and Matola Cities, developed within the context of the African 10-Year Framework Program in Sustainable Consumption and Production. The event was held at the Girassol Bahia Hotel in Maputo and approximately 34 people attended, representing several public and private institutions, delegates from Maputo and Matola Municipal Councils, hotels, restaurants, centers of art, tour operators, potential consultants and media.  
Source: Helena Rey de Assis – Associate Programme Officer (UNEP – United Nations Environmental Program) e-mail: Helena.Rey@unep.fr .
SOUTH AFRICA / SADC

Gauteng NEPAD Summit 2009 – Network Attendance

From 2-6 March 2009, the Gauteng NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa’s Development) Summit took place in Johannesburg, South Africa. The Coordinator of the Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa and the Marketing Manager from the Network’s Secretariat, Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa (FTTSA), attended the event. 

The conference is an initiative of the Gauteng Economic Development Agency (GEDA) and the Gauteng Provincial Government. The rationale of the Summit and its integral "African Trade & Investment Expo 2009" (ATIEX) was to promote regional trade and investment co-operation and to advance the development of trade and investment within the African continent. African leaders from their respective Trade, Investment and Economic Development organizations attended the Summit as guests of the Gauteng Provincial Government and GEDA.  

The Network was showcased at the Summit to tourism stakeholders and key contacts were made with government, individuals, private sector as well as the media from the SADC region. 

For more information please visit: http://www.gnsummit.co.za/ 
SADC CONSERVATION / TOURISM INITIATIVE
Great Plains Conservation – Conserving and Expanding Natural Habits
Great Plains Conservation aims to help stem the downward spiral of environmental degradation through proactive measures.  This is achieved by creating and supporting low volume, low impact conservation-ecotourism initiatives, often combined with carbon credits and, in some cases, with a small number of villa or bush-home sales to create the capital needed to help fund the overall conservation initiatives. Great Plains’ primary ambition is to create flagship “gold standard” conservation programmes that will be sustainable over time.  Locations targeted by this initiative include: 
· Botswana

· East Africa – Kenya & Tanzania

· Central Africa – Rwanda 

· Seychelles

· India

For more information visit: www.greatplainsconservation.com 
South Luangwa Conservation Society Awards Programme
In 2009, the South Luangwa Conservation Society launched an awards programme to promote responsible tourism practices in Zambia.  The awards emphasise the sustainable use of resources, protection of the environment and support to local communities and social responsibility and are specific to the South Luangwa / Zambian conditions.  Specifically, the award scheme focuses on best practice including:

· Protecting, conserving and investing in the environment;
· Minimising and reducing wastes;
· Preventing pollution;
· Encouraging linkages with local communities and supporting community projects;
· Responsible use of natural resources such as land, water, energy, timber, firewood, etc.;
· Providing direct financial benefits for conservation projects;
· Education for tourists, staff and the local community.

Successful applicants are awarded a Bronze, Silver or Gold certificate depending on the outcome of their application. For more information visit: http://www.slcs-zambia.org/
EVENTS
Botswana SMME Conference & Fair, 2009
Venue: Gaborone International Convention Centre (GICC), Gaborone, Botswana
Date: 16-18 April 2009

The Local Enterprise Authority (LEA) is a statutory authority of the government of Botswana that provides development and support services to small, medium and micro enterprises (SMMEs). One such service is the Botswana SMME Conference & Fair, which is set to take place in April 2009.  The theme for the event is ‘Capacity building for SMME Promotion Agencies in the SADC Region’. The Conference & Fair will bring together key SMME development and support institutions within the SADC region to develop networks of solution-oriented relations, thus building capacity for regional SMME sector development and support. Moreover, the event will showcase the region’s finest SMME products and service. 
For more information visit: www.botswanasmmeconference.lea.co.bw
6th International Coastal & Marine Tourism Congress
Venue: Port Elizabeth (Nelson Mandela Bay), South Africa

Date: 23 – 26 June 2009

Founded by Dr. Jan Auyong (Oregon State University and Sea Grant Oregon) and Professor Marc L. Miller (School of Marine Affairs, University of Washington), the Coastal & Marine Tourism (CMT) Congress was first held in 1990 in Hawaii. Since then its success has seen subsequent CMTs held in Hawaii (1996), Vancouver (1999), Cesme/Turkey (2005) and Auckland (2007). The CMT is widely considered the world’s foremost gathering related to tourism and recreation in the marine environment, and is attended by academics and practitioners from around the world. The conference offers opportunities for the presentation and publication of refereed and working papers, as well as posters. After the successful 5th CMT in Auckland in 2007, CMT is challenged to offer participants an equally successful event in Port Elizabeth, South Africa, providing experience from SADC countries and true African hospitality. For more information visit: http://www.cmt2009.com/ 
World Water Day

Date: 22 March 2009
In 1992, the United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution A/RES/47/193, which stipulates that the 22nd of March each year is World Water Day. Observation of this day subsequently started in 1993 in conformity with the recommendations of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED). In 2009, the focus of World Water Day will be on transboundary waters, with United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as the lead agencies. More information is available on the official UN World Water Day website: http://www.unwater.org/worldwaterday/.
Quick Facts
· Did you know that Tanzania was rated the 6th most popular destination on responsibletravel.com in 2008? 
Source: http://www.travelmole.com/stories/1133680.php
· The first Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa newsletter was distributed in December 2008 to more than 300 tourism stakeholders throughout southern Africa.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
A Call for Contributions for the Network’s Next Newsletter 
This newsletter proudly showcased stories submitted from Madagascar and Botswana.  Thank you to the relevant individuals and organisations for their contributions! We look forward to future contributions from these and other individuals and organisations in SADC countries. 
Possible ideas for contributions include: news on Sustainable Tourism policy, programmes and/or projects in your country, conferences attended or events to be attended (click here to access the regional calendar), important lessons learned or examples of best practice in Sustainable Tourism and photos of Sustainable Tourism in action, to name a few! FTTSA, as the Network Secretariat, will collect all stories, facilitate translations and disseminate the Network’s newsletters. 
Submissions for the next newsletter are due on 10 May 2009.  Please let us know by 10 April if you plan to contribute and what the story will be.  Contact Stela Luis, the Network Coordinator, with your ideas or for more information (stela@fairtourismsa.org.za).
To subscribe to the newsletter click here. 
To register into our forum click on the link here. 
Your input is critical to the success of communication and exchange within the Network!

www.fairtourismsa.org.za/regional_news
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