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Tourism Sustainability Council Pilot Accreditation Assessment
Following on the workshop held in Johannesburg in January 2010, the Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa (STNSA) has been in touch with the Tourism Sustainability Council (TSC) regarding its planned launch and the procedures it will use to accredit certification schemes. The TSC has had to adjust its timelines to accommodate additional stakeholder consultation and planned a soft launch in June and a full launch in November.

In May STNSA was sent an invitation by the TSC to distribute to southern African certification programmes, in which the TSC invited certification programmes in Africa to participate in the piloting of the TSC’s accreditation assessment. The TSC selected five certification schemes to undertake the pilot testing, one from each global region (Europe, North America, Central and South America, Africa, Asia Pacific).  

The TSC reviewed applications submitted after which Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa (FTTSA) was awarded the African pilot assessment project and is currently working with consultants to give feedback to the TSC process.
STNSA Annual General Meeting 2010

The Sustainable Tourism Network Southern Africa (STNSA) Annual Meeting 2010 was held on May 6th at the Inkosi Albert Luthuli International Convention Centre in Durban. The meeting was attended by 41 delegates from nine SADC countries. Attendance included representatives from sustainable tourism certification programmes, NGOs, local and national government representatives and other sustainable tourism stakeholders from Botswana, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania and Zimbabwe. Regionally focused organisations were also represented, namely: Africa World Heritage Fund, Boundless Southern Africa, Open Africa, SNV Tanzania and Southern Africa Trust (SAT). 

The meeting was made possible by funding from SAT and was organised and facilitated by the STNSA Secretariat, Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa (FTTSA). 
Delegates were very supportive of the work being done by the STNSA at present and

there was a general feeling that the Network should continue to grow in numbers and influence. 

A number of first-time STNSA participants provided positive feedback on the meeting. Among other comments they said that the meeting enabled them to understand what is being done in SADC / Africa regarding sustainable tourism development and that it allowed for the facilitation of many networking opportunities.
For further information on issues discussed and to access presentations made at the meeting visit: http://www.sustainabletourismnetwork.co.za/resources/agms/  
South Africa’s Tourism Industry Commits to Protecting Vulnerable Children on Eve of 2010 FIFA Word CupTM
On Tuesday 8 June FTTSA held the Johannesburg signatory event for The Code, followed by the Cape Town signatory event hosted by Cape Town Tourism on Wednesday 9 June. 
The Tourism Child-Protection Code of Conduct is an international initiative by the travel and tourism industry to help prevent the commercial sexual exploitation of children. Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa (FTTSA) has been mandated by local stakeholders including the national departments of Social Development and Tourism, to drive Code implementation in South Africa. The FTTSA Executive Director, Jennifer Seif, is an elected member of the international board of directors of the Code International. During 2010, this work is supported by funding and advisory partners United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the International Labour Organisation (ILO).    
Although South Africa is not generally considered to be a child sex tourism destination, a number of factors around the 2010 FIFA World Cup™ contributed to placing our children at risk.  

The Code was endorsed by a number of industry bodies at the Johannesburg event, including the National Department of Tourism, South African Tourism and the following five industry associations: the Tourism Business Council of South Africa (TBCSA), Federated Hospitality Association of Southern Africa (FEDHASA), Southern Africa Tourism Services Association (SATSA), Association of South African Travel Agents (ASATA), and the Southern African Vehicle Rental and Leasing Association (SAVRALA). 

The private sector was represented at the Johannesburg event by the following 14 organisations: City Lodge Hotels Ltd, The Peech Hotel, First Car Rental, Southern Sun, Accor, Budget, Peermont Hotels and Casinos, Radisson Hotels and Resorts, Europcar, Protea Hotels, Hertz, Tourvest Group, Don Suites and Avis.  

The Cape Town signatories are as follows: Cape Town Tourism, Taj Cape Town, City Sightseeing, Greenways Hotel, The Westin Grand Cape Town Arabella Quays, Winchester Mansions, Hotel Le Vendôme, Coral International Cape Town, Cape Town International Convention Centre (CTICC), Abang Africa Trust, Spier, The Backpack and Africa Travel Centre, Cape Grace, Bickley House and Antrim Villa, Fairfield Tours South Africa and Thebe Tourism Group.
“This makes a total of 30 signatories in South Africa, which puts us on the map as a responsible tourism destination," said Jennifer Seif, Executive Director of FTTSA.   

We’ll keep updating the following weblink, which we encourage you to visit: www.fairtourismsa.org.za/thecode.  

NEWS FROM THE REGION
Festival of Africa
The Festival of Africa has been conceptualised as an event that will showcase the continent’s tourism, cultural and business opportunities, as well as act as a venue for the hosting of VIPs in the business, government, arts, media and investment sectors.

Hosted by the Regional Tourism Organisation of Southern Africa, RETOSA, and organised by Adele Lucas Promotions, the Festival of Africa is Africa’s signature event during the 2010 FIFA World Cup. The Festival is endorsed by the African Union and NEPAD, who view the Festival as an important 2010 legacy project. It is also supported by the South African Department of Tourism, Gauteng Tourism and Joburg Tourism, who see it as the perfect vehicle for showcasing Africa’s best to the world.
For more information visit: http://www.festivalofafrica.co.za/
Zimbabwe Chairs the Regional Tourism Organisation of Southern Africa
Zimbabwe has been elected to chair the Regional Tourism Organisation of Southern Africa, in recognition of the country’s recent efforts in reviving the tourism industry. Tourism and Hospitality Industry Minister Walter Mzembi will now chair the Retosa executive board, on behalf of Zimbabwe.

The election in April came a few months after Zimbabwe was elected to the executive board of the United Nations World Tourism Organisation, where it is helping direct the course of world tourism.

Well done Zimbabwe!
For more information visit: http://allafrica.com/stories/201004280223.html 

CONFERENCES AND EVENTS
2010 International Tourism Conference on Global Sustainable Tourism

Mbombela Local Municipality and the Tshwane University of Technology’s Department of Tourism Management are pleased to announce the 2010 International Tourism Conference on Global Sustainable Tourism. This conference has been scheduled to take place at the Bundu Country Lodge, Mbombela, South Africa, from 15 to 19 November 2010.

The aim of the conference is to provide tourism scholars, practitioners, and other stakeholders with an opportunity to explore and debate issues relating to sustainable practices in tourism.  This conference offers a unique networking opportunity for scholars, industry experts, practitioners, government officials and policy makers to exchange ideas and information.

For more information: http://www.mbombela.gov.za/HomeFinal.htm 
A Call for Contributions for the Network’s Next Newsletter 
Your input is critical to the success of communication and exchange within the Network! Possible ideas for contributions include: news on sustainable tourism policy, programmes and/or projects in your country, conferences attended or events to be attended, important lessons learned or examples of best practice in sustainable tourism and photos of sustainable tourism in action, to name a few! FTTSA, as the Network Secretariat, will collect all stories, facilitate translations and disseminate the Network’s newsletters. All you need to do is send through the information!  
Thanks to Paulo Mussanhane of Technoserve and Sonja Ranarivelo of Go to Madagascar for translating this newsletter!

 

Contact the Network Coordinator with your ideas or for more information.

 

To subscribe to the newsletter click here. 

